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First week of Advent

.

A NOTE FROM
FATHER WARREN

Dear Friends,
Six of us, the authorized limit, gathered to worship. We sat,
stood, read, listened, prayed, and sang eight feet apart. Norm
Nicholson recorded on camera. On St. Peter’s website, you
can participate, albeit removed from the immediate beauty of
the sanctuary and warmth of fellowship.
The early Advent readings speak of the upheavals we all
now know. Often this time of year I would walk down a
sidewalk in the evening and view a party with a warm glow
behind a picture window. Now, we’re all looking in from the
dark.
The life of Christ, from the cradle through the cross, assures us
God is with us. O come, O come Emmanuel. May we be
grateful and share in all ways possible.
Attend via Zoom our Sunday 10am Prayers, Coffee, and
Grounds for Discussion.
On Christmas Eve, we hope to welcome all to the church for
outdoor prayers
1 and hymns.
Yours in faith, Dan+

Thoughts
from our
Sr. Warden
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Remember that our Sunday Services are being
recorded and are available to watch on our website
“Stpetersbridgton.org”.
Plans are being worked on to put a possible inperson outdoor Christmas Eve Service together
(watch you email for any updates).
Don’t forget to return your pledge cards.

Father Daniel Warren has office hours by
appointment on Wednesdays and Thursdays
Emergency contact
Fr. Dan Warren @ 207-408-1430
Sr. Warden Margaret Reimer
@ 207 650-8013
Holy Eucharist

Sunday at 10:00 am
Director of Music
Evan Miller

Vestry

Sr. Warden: Margaret Reimer
Jr. Warden: Tom Stone
Treasurer: Eric Wissmann
Clerk: Chris Molloy
Members:
Barbara Collins
Carmen Doughty
Nancy Keith-Maki
Sue Miley
Norman Nicholson
Judith Randall
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church began as a summer
mission in 1962. On September 8, 1974 St. Peter’sby-the-Lake held its first service of extended
ministry. Since then, though it did not have a
home of its own, the church has provided an
Episcopal presence to summer and year-round
residents of the Lakes Region by meeting in
various locations including people’s homes,
Bridgton Academy and local churches of different
denominations. The first service in St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church on Sweden Road, Bridgton, was
held on May 25, 2008. The building and its
contents were dedicated and consecrated on June 1,
2008.

1.
Margaret and I are on the Bishop’s “Covid Advisory Council”, and were
chosen a few months ago because we had found a safe way to hold church
services. At that time community spread was about 30 per day in Maine, and
now there are about 100 cases which caused Bishop Brown to shut down all
churches. My guess is with the virus expanding, we will have to have virtual
services for at least another 3 months until vaccinations are widely available
and a turn-around takes place.
2. Fr. Dan and five church members are putting on a video service every
week, and can be watched on www.stpetersbridgton.org (our website) any
time. The service is done so well with Norm Nicholson at the camera that you
feel as if you were in church. Besides the church service, there is a ZOOM
coffee hour where you can see your friends and all talk to each other on
Sunday morning.
3.
We have cut our church cleaning service in half, and the church will be
cleaned every other week. I would like to remind everyone to mail in their
donations or pledge as our funds are shrinking rapidly.
4. If you are closing the church for any reason, in order that we don’t leave
the heat on while the church is empty, please check that all five thermostats are
off. They are in the Narthex, Sanctuary, Kitchen, Offices, and
Sacristy. Thanks!
Miss you all!
Tom Stone

Pat Bradshaw Sun, Nov 29, 10:03 PM (18 hours ago)
Henry and I had been living in Egypt for several
years. Henry had been assigned by the State
Department to the Embassy in Egypt, first to the
Consulate in Alexandria and later to the Embassy in
Cairo. We brought our two young children to both
places where they both went to local schools. After
several years we were required to come back to get
familiar again with our own country.
On one trip I took alone, Henry suggested that while
I was there I should look for a house to buy, so that
we could have a place of our own and not have to
count on family to house us. I had a good friend and
college roommate in North Bridgton who said she
knew just the place, and it was for sale. I phoned
Henry in the middle of the night. He said to offer
them less. I did and a deal was done. Thus we
became summer people.
And St. Peters? One day I was in the front yard
ot the house, when a car drove by driven by a man
in a clerical collar, who called out “Welcome
stranger!” I have forgotten his name, but remember
that he was associated with a camp for boys nearby.
I knew there must be an episcopal church near
by. I’m glad I found St. Peters

My family has been coming to Bridgton and surrounding
areas since the late 1980s for ski weekends. (We live in
Boston's North Shore: Salem/Lynn.)
One year, we rented across Moose Pond Drive from the
Whites, and started attending St. Peter's. Finally, we let it
be known that we were ready to buy a home, and almost
immediately were put in contact with the Leonards. We bought
their home on Hotchkiss Lane in 2000, and have used it mainly
for skiing. Currently, my eldest son Will is living there with his
family.

During all of this time, we attended Grace Church in
Salem and, later, The Church of Saint Andrew in
Marblehead. It had long been known that we were not
available on weekends during Winter.
TJ

Marian Precht

Growing up and living in hotels we didn’t have your typical traditions. After
opening presents, my dad would get dressed in something Christmassy, like a
red jacket. He would then go downstairs & check on the restaurant & make sure
everything was ready for the Christmas buffet. When it was time for our dinner
we would then join my dad downstairs to either a private room or section of the
dining room. He always invited staff that either had to work or no family. It
was not until I was an adult we were able to have our own dinner when they
bought a house inNew Jersey.
However, the one constant at Christmas was our Manger. My dad was born in
1925 & grew up with it , and after my parents passed I inherited the Manger &
it’s the first thing that goes up at Christmas.
Merry Christmas Everyone,
Pat Bradshaw

LECTIONARY FOR DECEMBER
DECEMBER 6th
Second Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 40: 1-11
2 Peter 3: 8-15a
Mark 1: 1-8
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13

DECEMBER 13th
Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24
John 1: 6-8, 19-28
Psalm 126
Or
Canticle 15 (or3)

DECEMBER 20th
Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16
Romans 16: 25-27
Luke 1: 26-38
Canticle 3
Or
Canticle 15
Or
Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26

DECEMBER 27th
First Sunday after Christmas

Isaiah 61: 1-62: 3
Galatians 3: 23-25; 4: 4-7
John 1: 1-18
Psalm 147
Or
Psalm 147: 13-21

