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Dear Friends, 
    Advent is a little Lent, a time of turning and 
preparation for new life. 
To prepare and receive, I need to rake the old leaves, 
clean up the house, make ready; then wait, watch, and 
be ready to respond.  It’s one thing to clean up my house 
and yard; another to prepare my heart, mind, and soul.  
Sometimes God has to break through to reach me.  I’m 
glad we have the weeks ahead to worship and pray 
together. “Stir up your power, O Lord, and come among 
us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy help and deliver us, 
through Christ our Lord.” (collect for Advent 3) 
    Dan+ 
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To Whom Are We Loyal? 
A sermon from the Sunday of Christ the King 

 
Today in European tradition is the Sunday of Christ the King, the last of the year before Advent.   We 
don’t have kings in this country for a good reason. The gospel makes us suspicious of kings. Jesus 
confronts Pilate, the representative of Roman kingship, and Pilate asks him, “Are you a king?”  This 
meeting between Jesus and Pilate transforms kingship and ripples through the centuries to our day.  
Whom do we worship? Before whom do we pay homage?  
   Let’s first give Pilate his due. We all live under his kingship. We may worship the Lord of 
Commerce; we pay our taxes to Military Might.  Imagine the look on Pilate’s face when he meets 
Jesus. He’s not derisive. Pilate is curious, maybe somewhat condescending, but curious how this 
Jewish peasant with rag tag fishermen followers could be kicking up such a stir. “So you are a king?” 
Pilate asks Jesus bypasses the usual answers and says, “I’m here to testify to the truth.” 
   Pilate shrugs and says, “I find no case against this man.” He wants to let Jesus off, be a nice guy and 
accommodating bureaucrat.  When the zealots press for crucifixion, Pilate throws up his hands, and 
says, “OK. OK…Whatever….”  He’s put in a day’s work, and goes home to have a drink with Mrs. 
Pilate.  
  Pilate’s sin is not what he did, but what he let happen- the sin of indifference:  “Whatever…”  We 
confess each week the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  We ask God’s help with 
the times I’ve glimpsed the truth and turned away- apathetic, numb, and indifferent; the times I’ve 
washed my hands of what’s done on my behalf.  Very few of us wake up in the morning, rub our 
hands, and plan something evil.   More often I become anesthetized from what matters. Like Pilate, I 
may recognize the truth-- but make no response.  I don’t follow where the truth leads, where Christ 
leads.    
   TMI ,Too Much Information, is one of our afflictions(or WTMI- Way Too Much Information) We 
may live in the age of information, but less and less do we  respond to what matters.  The beginning 
of prayer is to take a deep breath, and ask, “To whom and to what am I responding?”  First the air 
and light around me, the very gift of breath and life.  Sooner or later, you and I will come to Jesus 
before Pilate, and God’s truth.    With whom are my loyalties?    
       Remember Jesus’ response when asked if we should pay taxes.  He asked for a coin, and said, 
‘Who’s picture is on it?”  Caesar’s.  Then give to Caesar what is Caesars; and to God what is God’s.  
Give Pilate and Caesar their due.  Keep the streets clean, the water running, and the house dry.  But 
then where are our ultimate loyalties? To whom am I giving this one beautiful life?  
 Jesus stood before Pilate with a power Pilate had not seen before.   As the Roman empire crumbled, 
followers of Jesus rose to transform kingship. 
In our country we realized no one person could be a king without becoming corrupted.  Only Jesus is 
king.  We all share in the power of following him. 
   And history shows we do have power in following. Christ gathers his friends and disciples for the 
shared meal of the Exodus, the meal we will soon share, and says ‘Take, eat, do this in remembrance 
of me.’ We share in speaking truth to power, and sharing our meal as Christ did with the least, the 
last, the lonely, and left out.  
We share in caring for this island earth, and our garden home. 
  I come here to be part of a bigger life, bigger than my own breath, more than a walk by myself. I 
come here to know that I am more than my accomplishments and failures. I’m more than my dying.  
I’m part of God’s ever-resurrecting life in Christ.  I’m here to sing and pray, be fed and give thanks.  
I’m here to find strength w others, to stand up to indifference and abusive powers- even at the 



I come here to be part of a bigger life, bigger than my own breath, more than a 
walk by myself. I come here to know that I am more than my accomplishments 
and failures. I’m more than my dying.  I’m part of God’s ever-resurrecting life in 
Christ.  I’m here to sing and pray, be fed and give thanks.  I’m here to find 
strength w others, to stand up to indifference and abusive powers- even at the 
highest levels of government.  I’m here to be jostled out of my own indifference, 
my shrug of Whatever. I’m here find joy in life together and the community 
around me. Thanks be to God. 
 



  

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
43 Sweden Road 

(P.O. Box 134) 
Bridgton, Me. 04009 

207-647-8549 
E-Mail: 

www.stpetersbridgtonmaine@gmail.com 
 

Web Page 
Stpetersbridgton.org 

 

    CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
Father Daniel Warren has office hours by 
appointment on Wednesdays and Thursdays 

 
Emergency contact 

Fr. Dan Warren @ 207-408-1430 
Sr. Warden Clark Lewis @ 207-710-6417 

 
Holy Eucharist 

Sunday at 10:00 am 
       

Director of Music 
Evan Miller 

 

Vestry 
 Sr. Warden:  Clark Lewis  
Jr. Warden:  Tom Stone 

Treasurer:  Eric Wissmann 
Clerk:  Chris Molloy 

Members: 
Fred Stewart 

Jan Boole 
Ingrid Von Kannewurff 

Ray Turner 
Margaret Reimer 
Barbara Collins  

 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church began as a summer 
mission in 1962.  On September 8, 1974 St. Peter’s-
by-the-Lake held its first service of extended 
ministry.  Since then, though it did not have a 
home of its own, the church has provided an 
Episcopal presence to summer and year-round 
residents of the Lakes Region by meeting in 
various locations including people’s homes, 
Bridgton Academy and local churches of different 
denominations.  The first service in St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church on Sweden Road, Bridgton, was 
held on May 25, 2008.  The building and its 
contents were dedicated and consecrated on June 1, 
2008. 

 
  
 

 

 
 

December 2nd Bob & Norma Vivian, 
Barbara Marshall 

December 9th Margaret Reimer 
  

December 16th In-Reach 
 
December 23rd Volunteers needed 

December 30th   Volunteers needed 

  

  

      

Please consider 
volunteering for 
coffee hour.  There is 
a signup sheet in the 
Narthex. 

Thank you  

 

  

 

Christmas Cookie Swap and Hat and 
Mitten Collection 

     Do you have a favorite cookie that you like to 
make for Christmas?  Well on Sunday December 9th 
we will have a cookie swap after the 10:00 am service 
during coffee hour.  Make your favorite cookie about 
24 of them, wrap them in separate sandwich bags 
and bring them to church.  They will be put out after 
the service for everyone to trade with their cookies. 
We will provide bags for you to collect your traded 
cookies.  There will be a basket for you to leave your 
donated hats and mittens.  This is a fun (and tasty) 
event and we hope many of you will participate 
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1.       The church has two new signs hanging beneath the granite sign posts.  Clark, our senior warden, took care 

of the project single-handed – ordered the signs, drilled the holes in the granite, and hung the signs.  The signs 

were made in Bridgton and are very beautiful. 
2.      The heating system and hot water system started to act up and turned on and off a few times.  Dead River 

Co. came out, made a few corrections, and said that when we turn on the heat, to only turn on one thermostat at a 

time and wait three to four minutes before turning on the next zone, etc.  By following these instructions, there 

won’t be such a load on the system all at one time. 
3.      Cold weather is here, and we will have the parking lot sanded when possible, so please be careful on the ice 

and don’t fall and have a bad day. 
4.      There is a question about turning on the ceiling fans on a cold day.  Does it help or make it colder?  Who 

knows the answer? 
5.      Please thank Margret and Sandy for all the successful Wednesday evening suppers for the community with 

great food and company for all who come. 

              Tom Stone 
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WILLIAMS 

 
CHRISTINE 

MOLLOY 
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On Christmas Eve we will have a crèche service with lessons and 
carols followed by a choral festival Eucharist.  Younger and older 

members of the parish will be Joseph and Mary, shepherds and 
angels and will bring figures to the crèche.  Communion will conclude 

with a candle lit singing of Silent Night 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE REHEARSAL  

Sunday December 23rd 11:30 am 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CRECHE SERVICE AND 
FESTIVAL EUCHARIST 

Tuesday December 24th 4:00 pm 

 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Sunday December 30th 10:00 am 

 

   

 



 

LESSONS FOR SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER 

December 2nd 
First Sunday of Advent    Jeremiah 33: 14-16 
        1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 
        Luke 21:  25-36 
        Psalm 25: 1-9    

December 9th 
Second Sunday of Advent      Baruch 5: 1-9 or Malachi 3: 1-4  
        Philippians 1: 3-11 
        Luke 3: 1-6 
        Canticle 4 or 16     
 

December 16th 
Third Sunday of Advent    Zephaniah 3: 14-20 
        Philippians 4: 4-7 
        Luke 3: 7-18  
        Canticle 9        
 

December 23rd 

Fourth Sunday of Advent    Micah 5: 2-5a 
        Hebrews 10: 5-10 
        Luke 1: 39-45, (46-55) 
        Canticle 15 (or 3) or Psalm 80: 1-7 

December 30th 
First Sunday after Christmas   Isaiah 61: 10-62:3 
        Galatians 3: 23-25;  4: 4-7 
        John 1: 1-18 
        Psalm 147 or 147: 13-21 

   
                 
     

 
 

 
          
    

 



St. Peter’s Vestry Meeting 

October 28, 2018 

PRESENT:  Senior Warden Clark Lewis, Junior Warden Tom Stone, Treasurer Eric Wissmann, Fr. Dan 

Warren, Jan Boole, Barbara Collins, Margaret Reimer,  Ingrid von Kennewuff and Clerk Christine Molloy.  

Also present was Joan Lewis. 

ABSENT:  Fred Stuart and Ray Turner. 

The meeting was opened with prayer. 

Upon motion made by Margaret Reimer and seconded by Barbara Collins, it was VOTED to accept 

September’s minutes. 

TURKEY SUPPER:  The Treasurer announced that this year’s Turkey Supper netted $2549.  We bought 50 

turkeys and Hannaford donated 6.  Over $300 had been donated also.  Eleven tables were set up on 

Friday with another 6 added on Saturday. 

GRANITE SIGNS:  The signs with Fr. Warren’s name and service time have been ordered:  one for the 

new Rt. 302 sign; the other for the Rt. 93 sign. 

BY LAW AND CONSTITUTION CHANGES:  A letter requesting a change in our By Laws to decrease Vestry 

membership to 8 from 10 members has been sent to the Diocese.  It will go to the Standing Committee.  

Michael Ambler has explained that there may be other changes needed in our Constitution, and he will 

let us know.  When approved by the Diocese, the parish will need to vote. 

LIVING LOCAL –JOINING GOD:  Barbara Collins reported that a final meeting will be held in Waterville 

this Saturday.  She is not able to attend.  However, other members of St. Peter’s committee may attend 

if they wish.  She noted that our participation in the civil discourse program was an extension of LLJG.   

Joan made a suggestion for fund raising, although it would have to wait until next year.  She put forth 

the idea of holding a holiday craft fair whereby we rent tables to crafters.  She encouraged Vestry 

members to pick up business cards of crafters as we attend holiday fairs this year.  Another idea was for 

parishioners to bring in their crèches one Sunday to display. 

OUTREACH:  The Senior Warden suggested St. Peter’s participate in “Gifts for Life” for a Christmas 

project.  This is a program similar to the “Heifer” program.  Ideas are generated by those to be helped.  

We provide the tools and they do the work.  This led to a discussion about the need for an outreach 

committee.  Barbara Collins stated that perhaps the Living Local-Joining God committee could become 

the Outreach Committee rather than disband.  She will check with the members. 

Another Calderwood Concert is being planned.  The Senior Warden will set a date for it. 

EVERY MEMBER CANVAS:  The EMC will be directed by Margaret Reimer and Leigh Hayes.  A letter 

should be going out next week. 

 



NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  If the Diocese approves our downsizing, we will only need to replace one 

member.   

MUSIC PROGRAM:  The plan is to enhance what we have with the help of Bob Vivian.  The congregation 

is serving as the choir.   

HIGHWAY SIGNS:  Eric Wissmann offered to look online for new signs and will order two:  one for 

Bridgton and one for Fryeburg.  The old Bridgton sign will be installed in Naples. 

JUNIOR WARDEN’S REPORT:  The church needs some touch-up paint indoors.  Tom was asked to get an 

estimate in the spring to power wash the outside of the building and also for a professional window 

wash job.  It was noted that a figure is needed for the budget. 

It was noted that should the church loose electricity for any length of time, there is no transfer switch 

and plug to accommodate a generator.   Tom will look for a price.  Two outdoor plugs are needed:  one 

at the front door and the other at the utility building. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Eric had e-mailed his report prior to the meeting.  Income through September 

was 8 per cent more than anticipated.  However, income slows down between October and December.   

UTO:  It was suggested that we have an ingathering the third Sunday in November, which is the 18th.  

Boxes are available on the table in the narthex.   

FOOD PANTRY ITEMS:  It was suggested that one Sunday a month the donated food items be brought to 

the altar.  This would serve as a reminder for everyone to donate items.   

STEWARDSHIP CALENDAR:  After letters and pledge cards have been mailed, parishioners will be asked 

to bring their pledges to the altar to be blessed either the first Sunday in Advent or the Sunday after 

Thanksgiving. 

 Thanks were extended to Eric Wissmann for removing trees in the upper parking lot and to his wife 

Sandy for pressure washing the back of the church.  More volunteers are needed for future cleanups. 

Upon motion made by Margaret Reimer and seconded by Barbara Collins, it was VOTED to adjourn the 

meeting. 

        Respectfully Submitted, 

 

        Christine Molloy, Clerk 

 



 

 

 

THOUGHTS FROM THE SR. 
WARDEN 

 

     December brings us Advent the time we begin our new Christian year.  
December also begins our Maine winter, a time when the short days, long nights 
and cold temperatures wear on everyone.  Isolation becomes the norm for some 
people.  Do not let that happen to you.  Rejoice in the Advent Season activities and 
let them carry us through to spring.  Christ’s path is shoveled and warm; we just 
need to follow it. 

    Keep your face always toward the sunshine  

and shadows will be behind you. 

                         Walt Whitman 

 

 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY 

UPDATE 
 

  

It is time to update the church directory.  Please send any 
corrections or changes you may have to Sandra Collins by early 
January.  Sandra’s e-mail address is dscollins@gwi.net 
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         December 2018  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Holy Eucharist 
Rev. Warren 

10:00 am 

Vestry Meeting 

11:00 am 

AA 
12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

Woman’s Group 
9:00 – 11l00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Holy Eucharist 
Rev. Warren 

10:00 am 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

Woman’s Group 
9:00 – 11l00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Holy Eucharist 
Rev. Warren 

10:00 am 

Calderwood 
Consort 

 2:00-4:00 pm 

 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

Woman’s Group 
9:00 – 11l00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Holy Eucharist 
Rev. Warren 

10:00 am 

Christmas Eve 
Rehearsal  

11:30 am 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

Christmas Eve 
Creche Service 

& Festival 
Eucharist 

4:00 pm 

Christmas Day Woman’s Group 
9:00 – 11l00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

AA 

12:00-1:00 

 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

Service of 
Lessons and 

Carols 

10:00 am 

AA 

12:00-1:00 
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