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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church  
42 Sweden Rd, Bridgton, Maine  04009  

Margaret Reimer , Senior Warden  

Special points of interest: 

Worship, in person 10:00am 

Sunday, June 14,  

look for instructions next week.   

 

Zoom Coffee Hour 11am, 

Sunday June 7th  - look for e-

mail invitation  

 

Noonday Prayer,   

stpetersbridgton.org 

June 5, 2020 

 

      In many ways I can hardly believe it is only early June.  Like many of 

you, I miss the comforting routine of Sunday worship and though we can 

catch up on the Zoom coffee hours, it is not quite the same.  Add to that my 

concerns about the spread of Covid-19 and our national grief over the loss of 

normal routines and the simmering tensions over racial inequality, and I too 

often end up feeling very powerless and too isolated.  I try to keep in mind 

the seemingly simple reminder from the prophet Micah, that all God asks of 

us is to “seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God” (6.8).  

When one is confined, pretty much, to home, how do we work for justice and 

mercy?  When those most in need seem to be so distant, how do we help?  I 

don’t know that I have an answer for those questions, but perhaps together 

we can find some answers. 

     We are approaching a time we can once again gather.  Please remember 

we are entering a "new normal".   As with all things new, we will undoubt-

edly make some mistakes along the way.  Be patient with one another and 

with your church leadership as we seek a way to safely come together to arm 

ourselves to do the work of justice, mercy, and a humbleness before God. 

Margaret Reimer 

      

After many consultations, we are with joy and care planning to gather for 

Morning Prayer and Communion (with bread only) June 14. 

Please see the accompanying photo for the pods of seating in our sanctu-

ary.  We’ll be following all CDC protocols, which we’ll give in detail 

next week.  An usher will greet each household in the parking area to 

guide entering one at a time. Inside we are blessed with ample space, and 

chairs that allow us to separate yet together.  The half hour service will 

conclude with a eucharistic blessing of the bread.  Each person or house-

hold will take a piece and proceed home via the Celtic garden.  We’ll 

convene a Zoom Coffee Hour, in which all may participate from home.  

      We are also working to improve our video recording so that any who 

so desire may participate online.  Plans now are that we do best to record 

and post for later viewing.  I’m grateful for all who have helped with the 

planning.  We welcome your thoughts and questions, and look forward to 

our time together.   

Worship in person, together, on  

Sunday June 14, 10am 
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A letter from our Priest  

Week after Pentecost, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

 

   Events of the past week recall fifty years ago when the Black Panthers 

were on  trial and the National Guard fired on students at Kent State.  By 

the end of that June I was in training to teach at the East Harlem Block 

Schools in New York City.  Our classroom was in the parish house of 

the Church of St. Edward the Martyr, which eventually sponsored me for 

ordination.  

 

  In my second month of teaching, I was floundering and struggling to 

manage the classroom.  One boy, Hector, and one girl, Clara, were ring-

leaders in throwing erasers and wads of papers. If I turned my back, they 

encouraged others to do the same.  A teacher trainer visited and said to 

me, “Do you own motorcycle boots?” “No, I have hiking boots,” I said. 

“Good, wear them tomorrow,” he said, “and put up a really simple les-

son- something you know they can do. Be clear. Be in charge. Also, 

kneel beside Hector. Kneel beside Clara.” He added, “I’ll be there too.”   

It worked.  Hector and Clara needed direction, boundaries, and compas-

sion. I needed help and companionship. 

 

    It’s a long way from a 4th grade classroom to city streets, but the Bible 

reveals precedents for both.  Palm Sunday was a demonstration. Jesus 

with his closest companions organized his arrival into the city from the 

neighboring town of Bethany.  He sent emissaries to arrange for a colt 

and to plan an entry through the east gate of Jerusalem.  Crowds gath-

ered in support. It was a demonstration of a special kind of force- of non-

violent witness and persuasion.  In the days we call Holy Week, Jesus 

and his followers made their way through the commercial and temple 

precincts to the governor’s palace, where they engaged the authorities on 

the source of authority and character of leadership.  

 

    As we follow in our days, here is a prayer from Reinhold Niebuhr, a 

pastor in Detroit during the union demonstrations of the 1920’s when he 

wrote this prayer.  

  O God, who has ordained that all live and work together as brothers and 

sisters, remove we ask you from those now in fearful conflict the injus-

tice and bitterness that infects us.  Lead us out of the night of resentment 

and retaliation into the day of blessing and right relations.  Help us to 

seek justice with mercy, as we follow into the life you desire and prom-

ise, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

  May we have the grace to follow and bear witness in our time. 

Dan+ 

Communion 


